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Digital Curation Program of the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA)

About the Exhibit Project
Creation of an online exhibit for the Digital Public Library
of America (DPLA) as part of Digital Curation Program. The
students in the Library and Information Science (LIS) class
4810: Digital Libraries were among five programs from
around the country participating in this new initiative.
Perspectives on Vietnam exhibit was created as a group
project. The goal of the project was to create an exhibit on a
topic of national interest to tell a story for the users.
Students were to find 25-40 digital objects through the
DPLA and other digital collections, address copyright
issues, write a coherent narrative, and build records in
Omeka, an open source content management system.

Topic: The Vietham War
DPLA is a digital library that strives to serve the public
through digital collections accumulated from a wide variety
of partners. Our chosen topic for the DPLA exhibit project is
Perspectives on the Vietnam War. The Vietnam War
remains a controversial topic of national interest, making it
a topic of depth and of many perspectives.

Our Goals
Our goals with this exhibit were to gather different
perspectives of the war through personal stories, the media,
presidential administrations of the war, military personnel,
and the general public, including famous figures. We strived
to demonstrate the variety of perspectives on the Vietham
War through a variation of digital objects and content that
will be engaging for users: both black and white and color
photos, videos, and audio files. Furthermore, we wanted to
ensure that our digital materials are of high quality,
properly documented with metadata, and easy to search
and find thus all of our objects are from DPLA and are from
usable original sources.
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Although the United Stales naver formally declared war during
America's involvement in Vietnam, American soldiers were
directly involved in combat. At first, the United States provided
military advisers to train South Vietnamese forces in their fight
against commumism. As time progressed and presidential
administrations changed, the United States became more
nvolved in direct combat. More than half a million soldiers and
thousands of support staff served in Vietnam. North
Vietnamese soldiers captured and brutally detained hundreds
of American soldiers in prisoner of war camps. In all, 58,000

American soldiers lost their lives in the conflict. Many more
The Vietnam War was one of the most divisive conflcts in Uniied States history. Some scholars argue that no conflict, save the Ciil returned home with physical and psychological scars from
War. created more sirife among the American publc and ther government. Although the United States never officialy declared war their experiences

in the confiict, &mencan nvolvement in Vietnam spannad three presidential administrations. it was the first confict to be widety
lelevised by broadc as! news agencies and other media organizations. The media played a role in refecting the concems of the

Amancan public and shaping distrust of the government's narratve about the confict. Some factions of the American publc found

themselves in strong opposiien to the conflict and the drafting of young Amencans, Others soughl fo creale a posiive narrative of
the war by sefing it a5 a way o combat the spread of communism. & variety of complex perspectives about the war developed in
multiple arenas of American society and governmen
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Soldiers

In total, the Vietnam War led to the death of 58,000 soldiers.

m O tl On . ° Many more soldiers returned home with severe physical and
p_l t 5 psychological wounds that made it difficult to resume life as it
Ioma C ureS’ 8 t111 was before the war
ges, teXt a At first, the Kennedy administration did not deploy a large
b n number of saldiers to Vietnam Instead, Kennedy sought to

ph Otogra h frain South Viethamese forces to defend the country. He sent
. p S (b]ack military advisors and special forces soldiers to aid South
Whlte & & Vietnam. After Kennedy’s assassination, Johnson invested
COIOr) more resources o win the war. By 1968, he had increased

troop levels to 500,000. He also increased air bombardments
to support troops on the ground.

After the war ended, many soldiers reported that they carried

less likely that the United States would achieve its aims,
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s o soldiers used more brute force. Soldiers sometimes carried

P rOJ e.ct P ro cess TI m e out operations against civilians, including interrogation and
torture of civilians to obtain information about communist

forces. Some soldiers also reported raping civilian women. '! )

Many soldiers reported that they were not reprimanded by

their commanding officers. These kinds of activities left many Interview with Phillip Key, 1981

soldiers with psychological scars that left them feeling

dehumanized, which made it hard to reintegrate into American
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out orders that made them feel uncomfortable. As it became ‘ ‘

society.

Learning Experience
Throughout the project, there were both triumphs and low points.
Restrictions in copyright for famous figures and media posed one of
the major barriers in the selection process. With further searching, all
of the other stories had wonderful objects. 100% of our varied 40
objects came from DPLA and their respected partners in a variety of
high quality formats. For the metadata, finding the original source
information for objects was difficult; we had to supplement the
metadata records from DPLA to suit our expectations. Overall our
- team felt that we had succeeded in our original goals in addition to
succeeding expectations. Our exhibit demonstrated many, different
American perspectives of the Vietnam War that was woven together
with awe-inspiring narratives to convey one, controversial story of
American history.
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