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Correlation Between Literacy Rates in Africa and Latin America and Economic
Stability

Abstract

Literacy rates in Africa and Latin America are on different ends of the spectrum. Africa is home to some
of the poorest countries in the world and Latin America is not too far behind. Literacy rates generally
correlate to wealth as a country. The plights of Africa and Latin America are a no different. In general,
Africa has some of the lowest literacy rates in the world and has been the place for horrific fighting for
decades. This epidemic has hit the women and children especially hard. Women in Africa have an
illiteracy rate of 50% (allafrica.com 2010). This is something that cannot continue in the world. Until this is
fixed, the people of Africa will not be able to reach their full potential.

Latin America, on the other hand, has relatively high literacy rates for developing countries (CIA 2011).
This is a model that the governments in Africa and the world can learn from. People in both areas face
many of the same issues. The successes by the people of Latin America can be a goal for all third world
countries to achieve. With the improved literacy rates the people of Africa might begin to limit the violence
that has gripped the area for so many years.
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Proposal Abstract

Literacy ratesin Africaand Latin Americaareon differentends of the spectrum . Africa is
hometosomeofthepoorestcountriesintheworld and Latin Americaisnottoo farbehind.
Literacy ratesgenerally correlate towealth asa country. The plightsof Africaand Latin
Americaareano different. In general, Africa has some of the lowest literacy rates in the world
and has beenthe place forhorrific fighting for decades. This epidemic hashitthe women and
childrenespecially hard. Women in Africahave anilliteracyrateof 50% (allafrica.com 2010).
Thisissomething thatcannotcontinue in the world. Until thisis fixed,the people of Africa will
nothbeable toreach theirfull potential.

Latin America,on the otherhand, has relatively high literacy rates for developing
countries (CIA 2011). Thisisamodelthatthe governmentsin Africaand theworld can learn
from.Peoplein both areas face many of the same issues. The successeshy the people of Latin
Americacanbeagoal forallthirdworld countriestoachieve. With the improved literacy rates
the people of Africamightbeginto limitthe violence thathas gripped the area for somany

years,

Background & Research Question

In the U.S.and in othercountriesaround the world, education isessential to reducing
poverty and stimulating economic growth. No country hasachieved rapid economic growth
withoutinvesting in education and reaching an adultliteracy rate of atleast40 percent (Basic

Education Coalition 2009). Quality education equipspeople with the knowledge, skills and self-



reliance they need to increaseincome and expand opportunitiesforemployment.Education has
played a tremendousrole inthe growth of the world's modernindustrialsocieties,including
majoreconomichbooms inthe U.S.and Western Europeinthemid-1900sand the Asian Tigersin
the 1980s (Basic Education Coalition 2009). For example, South Korearose from post-war
gconomic ruintobecome aneconomic dynamo today, partly due to itseducationalachievements,

Notonly isone-fifth of the world'sadultpopulation illiterate, butalso 100 million
childrenare notattending primary school (UNESCO 2004). Thisisa "severe violation of rights
and a brakeon allaspectsofdevelopment” saysUNESCO's fourth Education for Allreport. The
reportestimatesan additional US$2.5 billion needsto be spenteach yearifgoalstoachievea
50% improvementinadultliteracy are to be reached by 2015. UNESCO saysgovernments and
aid agencies mustallocate more cash foryouth and adultliteracy programs,aswellasexpanding
quality primary and lower-secondary education.

W hile thereisincreasing backing foruniversal primary education, literacy isnothigh on
the agenda of countriesthatgive aid to othercountries. As Americans have come torealize,
literacy iscrucial ifindividualsare to participatein political,social,and econom ic life. In
Africa,improved literacy ratescould help to improve health, family planning,and HIV/AIDS
prevention.

The economic instabilitiesinthe world today have beena burning issue forquite some
time. Itisthe primary duty of every head of the state to secure the lives of its citizens. Ensuring
financialsecurity of the citizensalong with securing the future of the nationis one of the topm ost
priorities of the government. However, as the recenteconomic turmoil did not spare even the
mostprosperousand wealthy nations, one can imagine the hardshipsthatthe underdeveloped and

the third world countriesare facing.



Africahasbeenawartornvolatile area fordecades. Almost20% of adultsaround the
world areunableto read or write. However, the figure in Africaisalmosttwice the average.
Africaasawholehasmany strong regional differences within the continent. W est Africa has
lower literacy ratesthan the Southern portion of the continent. W hile literacy skillshave the
power to transform individuallivesand whole communities, thenumberofpeoplewho are
unable to read and write at presentposes a majorbarriertoeconomic developmentin Africa. The
UN saysthosepeople lacking accessto education are oftenthe mostdisadvantaged and
marginalized populations (UNESCO 2004). A high percentage of these people are women and
girls, indigenous populationsand people with disabilities. Today one in five adultsin Africaare
illiterate and many of them are women (UNESCO 2004).

W hile Latin America has been a little unstable ithas not suffered like Africa. One result
of thismight be literacy rates. The moreeducated the population,the harderitisto force them
into fighting wars. There have been many effortsunderway to help the Africanpeople learn to
read while the individual countries havenotreally focused on the issue whole-heartedly. Latin
America,on theotherhand, hasmade ita focusforeachcountry,which isevidentin the high
literacy rates. My research isbased on finding literacy rates of the countries within both Africa
and Latin Americaand comparing the thisalong with the economicalstability of these countries.
The goalistofind ifthereisadirectcorrelation between literacy rates and the wealth of a
country.

Children respond strongly toa welcoming, caringenvironmentregardless of their
background; feeling cared forwill greatly alterachild’s performance,promptingacademic
accomplishmentsand increased effortaswell asthe growth of healthy interpersonal (Sedena-

Santana, 1. 2000). In addition,children who participate with their familiesto celebrate their



cultural traditionsand background have beenproven to have betterchildhood behavior,
improved academicachievement,an improved sense of identity,and enhanced ability to adjustto
varying circumstances (Olson, A.2010). Thisiswhere the driving force in the changes thatneed
to take placewill come from.Aswe all know, children are the future and withoutthe ability of
the children to learnin a stable situation. Librarianscan help to facilitate thisparticipationhby
encouraging familiesto read folklore from theircultures,to celebrate theirrituals,and to share
their folklore with others. Many of these folklores are told to children from parentsand elders.
Being able to acceptand support Latino cultures and experiences isessential for a
children’s librarian in today’s world. Nearly one outof six residentsin the United States, or
approximately 46.9 million people,identify as Latino (U.S. Census2008). W hile the majority of
Latinosin the United Statesare Mexican orof Mexicandescent, a librarianmusthe extremely
carefulto pay attention to the culturaldiversity demographicswithin the Latino population they

SErve.

Literature Review

The percentage of the schoolage populationin African countriesthatmake itinto school
isamong the lowestin the world and thisisespecially challenging at the primary school level
(Global Literacy Project2008). Throughoutmostof Africaa severe lack of fundscoupled with a
lack of adequate teachers,classrooms,and learning materialsadversely affectthe educational
environment. Thiswill be one of the main effortsin thisresearch. The factthatso many children
arenotattending schoolisone of the main focuses of thistype of study. W ithoutthe children
attending school and succeeding then the countries themselves will not be able to adequately

functionon the world stage.



Sincethe 1950s, education went from being a requisite of national identity to being
recognized asan instrumentofpower, animportantfactorofdevelopment,the dispenser of
humanresources,and the guarantorof the continuity of the entire local scene. Important post-
World Warll education meetingshave included the Regional Seminaron Adult Literacy and
Educationin Rio de Janeiroin 1949 and the Seminarin Primary Education in M ontevideo in
1950. Otherimportant meetings took place during the 1950s.1n 1979, the Declaration of M exico
setthe goals forthe MajorProjectin EducationinLatin America. Towns areno longerable to
absorb partof theruralwork force and mostpeoplewho subsiston the peripheriesof citieshave
nothing to do there. Among educational problems are teacherswho do not have sufficient
education, schoolprogramsthatare notrelevantto theirstudents, and the large gap between
community lifeand the scholastic milieu. Yetpeople are optimistic aboutchanges. The
conditions for successare of anethicaland political order. Only in a framework of greater
equality will it be possible to make progress. International Literacy Yearisa stimulating
challenge and signifiesthe momentof truth for Latin America (Roca 1990).

There are three main effortsin the literature review. The firstisthe literacy ratesin
Africa. The second isthe literacy ratesin Latin America. The third is the correlation between
literacy ratesand acountriesoverall wealth. Although similartypesofstudieshave been (Florida
Literacy Coalition 2008); I intend to find ifa Latin Americamodelwillwork for Africaby

reviewing the CIA Factbook literacy rates,

Methods, Data and Study Area

The primary methods of thisresearch will incorporate spatial analysisto determine

literacy rates by country by mapping the literacy rates from both UNESCO and the CIA W orld



FactBook. Economic datafrom the CIA World FactBook will alsobe incorporatedto determine
ifthereisacorrelation between the two. Thiswill beconducted forboth Africa and Latin
America. Population data will also be taken into accountto ensure total populationsdo not skew
the results. Thiswill be broken down as wellto display the disparity between men and women as
wellas the disparity between the differentareas within Latin America and Africa.

In South Africaan integrated methodological approach isheing usedto draw on the
benefitsof the language experienceapproach.In line with thisresearch effortwithin the country,
the program wants to enhance the visual literacy and perceptual skills studentsneed to be able to
understand a range of graphics. Itisalso aimed to develop automaticity by addressing the
mechanicsof reading, phonemic awareness, letter-sound relationshipsand word analysis (Kha ri
Gude 2011). IMliteracy problemsin Latin Americacannothe faced successfully without taking
intoaccountwhat happens atthe beginning of theirprimary schooleducation. Almostall
childrenenterprimary school, butsome of those children from marginalsectors of the
populationrepeatthe early gradesone ormoretimesand leave schoolwithoutevercompleting.
A lack of promotion and low retention constitute the evidence of a deeper problem. Traditional
schoolpracticesmake the beginning of literacy more difficultprecisely forthose childrenwho
aremoredependenton schoolhelp.

Conclusion

Education isthe cornerstone of successinsociety. Withouteffortsto increase literacy
ratesand education in Africa, the area will neverreach its full potential. This thesis has several
goals; the firstis to determine the literacy rates for each country in Africaand Latin America.
The second istocomparethe two with the thoughtthatthe countriesin Latin Americahave

higher literacy rates. The third isto correlate literacy ratesand a givencountries wealth. The



belief with thisis Africamighthbe able to stop the constantwarring and improve the life of the
population. W hile Latin Americahashad multiple dictatorshipsand coups,the literacy rates
have been steadily improving.

The results of thisprojectwillnotincorporate the outside factors, which affect literacy
rates. Thiswill simply be a study of the literacy rates between the two regions. The shocking
thing to many people mighthe how high the literacy ratesarein Latin America. Thisstudy is
also designed to show the disparity between Africaand Latin America. The hope isto finda way
to establish abettereducational system in Africawith hopes thatstability will returnand living

conditionswill improve.
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