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RAILROADS

King v. Southern Pacific Transportation Co., 855 F.2d 1485

Southern Pacific employee King appeals the district court’s sum-
mary judgment against his allegations that because the Southern Pacific
ran a locomotive which lacked armrests on the brakeman’s chair, the
railroad was liable under the Boiler Inspection Act, 45 U.S.C. §§ 22-34,
for back injuries he suffered in a grade crossing collision. Also appealed
was a jury verdict for the Southern Pacific on King’s claims that the rail-
road was liable for his back injuries under the Federal Employer’s Liabil-
ity Act, 45 U.S.C. §§ 22-34, and the Safety Appliance Act, 45 U.S.C.
§§ 1-16. Affirmed.

King’s cause of action arose from two separate accidents: a grade
crossing collision in 1980 and an emergency stop in 1984. The only
contested issue at trial was causation, and the Southern Pacific success-
fully avoided liability by showing that King had a long history of back
problems prior to the accident.
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