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Appendix F
Consent Form for Participation in Research Survey

Title of Research Study: Gifted Identification in Young Underrepresented Populations:
A Phenomenological Study
Researcher: Meryl Faulkner, Doctoral Student, University of Denver
Study Site: Your (urban, suburban, rural) district in Colorado
Purpose
You are being asked to participate in a research study. The purpose of this
phenomenological research study is to examine the implications of the low numbers of
identified gifted young, historically underrepresented students.
Procedures
If you participate in this research study, you will be asked to:

e 1) Complete an online (10 minute) survey through the secure Qualtrics platform

e 2) Option to continue on to a small focus-group interview of peers (teachers or

parents) at a separate time.

Voluntary Participation
Participating in this research study is completely voluntary. Even if you decide to
participate now, you may change your mind and stop at any time. You may choose to
answer some or all of the questions in the interview. Your participation will remain
anonymous throughout the study and you may discontinue your role in the study without
penalty or other benefits to which you are entitled. You will be audio recorded during the
interview process. If you do not want to be audio recorded, please inform the researcher
so that only hand-written notes will be taken during the focus group.
Risks or Discomforts
There is minimal risk to the participants in this study. Due to the small size of the
participant group, measures will be taken to ensure confidentiality. Inconveniences of the
study may include the 30 minutes of time you will give for the interview as well as a
minimal inconvenience for the short preliminary survey.
Benefits
Participation in the study will benefit the field of gifted education in regard to the
promotion of equitable identification practices. Participation will contribute to body of
research that exists to inform other researchers, teachers, administration, and
policymakers about the experience of identification of underrepresented student
populations. Understanding your lived experience of the identification for your gifted
learners will also allow school districts across the state and nation to better understand
what is working and what improvements are necessary for increased equitable
identification practices.
Confidentiality
The researcher will ensure that all names, including the name of the district, are given
pseudonyms to keep your information safe throughout this study. Your individual identity
will be kept private when information is presented or published about this study. No one
beyond the researcher will receive identifiable data. The first part of the study consists of
one online survey, which will take about 10 minutes. All surveys are completely
anonymous. Access of all data will be limited to myself, the sole researcher in the study.
The data from this study (surveys and interviews) will be analyzed and reported in a

188



dissertation for the purposes of an educational doctorate through the University of
Denver.
Before you begin, please note that the data you provide may be collected and used by
Quialtrics per its privacy agreement. This research is only for U.S. residents over the age
of 18 (or 19 in Nebraska). Please be mindful to respond in private and through a secured
Internet connection for your privacy. Your confidentiality will be maintained to the
degree permitted by the technology used. Specifically, no guarantees can be made
regarding the interception of data sent via the Internet by any third parties. The research
records are held by researchers at an academic institution; therefore, the records may be
subject to disclosure if required by law. The research information may be shared with
federal agencies or local committees who are responsible for protecting research
participants.
Data that is obtained via recorded interview will be stored in a locked filing cabinet that
is in a location only known to the researcher. The researcher will work in a secure
location while analyzing data. All data will be used for the purpose of understanding the
findings of the study and will not be used to disparage or discredit any member of the
school district communities in which the research takes place. All recordings will be
destroyed within two years of collection.
The research records are held by researchers at an academic institution; therefore, the
records may be subject to disclosure if required by law. The research information may be
shared with federal agencies or local committees who are responsible for protecting
research participants, including individuals on behalf of Dr. Norma Hafenstein.
Questions
If you have any questions about this project or your participation, please feel free to ask
uestions now or contact Meryl Faulkner at H or
Wny time. You may also contact my advisor, Dr.
Norma Hafenstein t o
If you have any questions or concerns about your research participation or rights as a
participant, you may contact the DU Human Research Protections Program by emailing
to speak to someone other than the

researcher.
Please take all the time you need to read through this document and decide whether
you
would like to participate in this research study.
e Yes, | have read the above consent form and will participate in this study by
completing the following survey. (1)
e No, I will not participate in this study. (2)
If No, I will not participate ... Is Selected, Then Skip To End of Survey (survey
ends)
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Appendix G
Parent/Guardian Survey Questions in English and Spanish:
Administered through Qualtrics

UNIVERSITYor

DENVER Student Project

Parent Survey: Gifted Identification in Young, Historically Underrepresented
Populations

Default Question Block

Q1.

You are invited to participate in a research study of Gifted Identification in Young,
Historically Underrepresented Populations. Please understand your participation is
voluntary and you have the right to withdraw and discontinue participation at any time and
can skip any questions you are not comfortable answering. Your decision whether or not to
participate will not affect your future relationships with your school district. The alternative

is not to participate.

If you decide to participate, complete the following survey. Your completion of this survey
indicates your consent to participate in this research study. The survey is designed to gather
information on your experience with the gifted identification process. It will take about 20

minutes. You will be asked to answer questions about the gifted identification process.

The researcher may disclose your name or identifiable information or document, under the
following circumstances:
- To those connected with the research,

- If required by Federal, State or local laws,
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- To comply with mandated reporting, such as a possible threat to harm yourself or others
and reports of child abuse and neglect, or

- Under other circumstances with your consent.

We will do everything we can to keep your records a secret. It cannot be guaranteed. Both
the records that identify you and the consent form signed by you may be looked at by
others.

- Federal agencies that monitor human subject research

- Human Subject Research Committee

- The group doing the study

- Regulatory officials from the institution where the research is being conducted who want

to make sure the research is safe

Before you begin, please note that the data you provide may be collected and used by
Qualtrics as per its privacy agreement. This research is only for U.S. residents over the age
of 18. Please be mindful to respond in private and through a secured Internet connection for
your privacy. Your confidentiality will be maintained to the degree permitted by the
technology used. Specifically, no guarantees can be made regarding the interception of data
sent via the Internet by any third parties. Your name will not be used in any report. Research

data will be kept in a password protected University of Denver approved database.

Risks or Discomforts There are no expected risks to your psychological or physical heath
as a result of participating in this study. There is a minimal risk of loss of confidentiality.
The researcher will take all precautionary measures (keeping data on secure servers and

databases as described) to minimize the possibility of the loss of confidentiality.
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Benefits You will not be compensated for your time spent in the focus group interview, but

your responses will be used to provide recommendations at the local, state, and national

levels to increase equity in gifted identification processes. We cannot and do not guarantee
or promise that you will receive any benefits from this study. Your decision whether or not
to participate in this study will not affect your employment or student’s status in the
district.

Confidentiality of Information Data will be kept confidential and in a password protected
database supported by the University of Denver. The link between your identifiers and the

research data will be destroyed after three years.

Please feel free to ask questions regarding this study. You may contact me if you have

additional questions at Meryl Faulkner (principal investigator), Morgridge College of

Education,_. Faculty mentor for this project is
Norma Hafenstein at the Morgridge College of Education: _

If you are not satisfied with how this study is being conducted, or if you have any concermns,
complaints, or general questions about the research or your rights as a participant, please

contact the University of Denver (DU) Institutional Review Board to speak to someone

independent of the research team at l_

By clicking below to continue, I confirm that I have read this form and decided that I will
participate in the project described above. Its general purposes, the particulars of
involvement, and possible risks and inconveniences have been explained to my satisfaction.
I understand that I can discontinue participation at any time. My consent also indicates that I

am at least 18 years of age.

| consent to participate in the survey.

| do not consent to participate.
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Q2.

Please indicate your role in regard to the identified gifted student.

parent/guardian
teacher (general education)
teacher (gifted education)
other (please describe below)

Q3.
This study investigates the gifted identification experience of populations of students who have been historically

underrepresented in gifted education. Please select the category that applies to your child. My child identifies as:

American Indian or Alaskan Native
Latinx

Black or African American

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

none of the above

Q4.
What grade was your child in when he/she was identified as gifted?

earlier than kindergarten
kindergarten

first grade

second grade

third grade or above
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Q5.
What area is your child identified as gifted?

general intellectual ability
specific academic aptitude (math, reading, writing, science, and/or social studies)

specific talent aptitudes (creative or productive thinking, leadership, music, performing arts, visual
arts, and/or psychomotor)

not sure

Q6. Which category best describes the type of school district your child attends?

urban
suburban

rural

Q7. Who initiated the gifted referral process for your student?

parent/guardian or family member
child him/herself
teacher
other school personnel
universal screening (whole grade testing) result triggered referral
unrelated adult outside of school setting
other (specify)

not sure
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