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Appendix F 

Consent Form for Participation in Research Survey 

Title of Research Study: Gifted Identification in Young Underrepresented Populations:  

A Phenomenological Study  

Researcher: Meryl Faulkner, Doctoral Student, University of Denver 

Study Site: Your (urban, suburban, rural) district in Colorado 

Purpose 

You are being asked to participate in a research study. The purpose of this 

phenomenological research study is to examine the implications of the low numbers of 

identified gifted young, historically underrepresented students. 

Procedures 

If you participate in this research study, you will be asked to: 

• 1)  Complete an online (10 minute) survey through the secure Qualtrics platform 

• 2)  Option to continue on to a small focus-group interview of peers (teachers or 

parents) at a separate time. 

Voluntary Participation 

Participating in this research study is completely voluntary. Even if you decide to 

participate now, you may change your mind and stop at any time. You may choose to 

answer some or all of the questions in the interview. Your participation will remain 

anonymous throughout the study and you may discontinue your role in the study without 

penalty or other benefits to which you are entitled. You will be audio recorded during the 

interview process. If you do not want to be audio recorded, please inform the researcher 

so that only hand-written notes will be taken during the focus group. 

Risks or Discomforts 

There is minimal risk to the participants in this study. Due to the small size of the 

participant group, measures will be taken to ensure confidentiality. Inconveniences of the 

study may include the 30 minutes of time you will give for the interview as well as a 

minimal inconvenience for the short preliminary survey. 

Benefits 

Participation in the study will benefit the field of gifted education in regard to the 

promotion of equitable identification practices. Participation will contribute to body of 

research that exists to inform other researchers, teachers, administration, and 

policymakers about the experience of identification of underrepresented student 

populations. Understanding your lived experience of  the identification for your gifted 

learners will also allow school districts across the state and nation to better understand 

what is working and what improvements are necessary for increased equitable 

identification practices. 

Confidentiality 

The researcher will ensure that all names, including the name of the district, are given 

pseudonyms to keep your information safe throughout this study. Your individual identity 

will be kept private when information is presented or published about this study. No one 

beyond the researcher will receive identifiable data. The first part of the study consists of 

one online survey, which will take about 10 minutes. All surveys are completely 

anonymous. Access of all data will be limited to myself, the sole researcher in the study. 

The data from this study (surveys and interviews) will be analyzed and reported in a 
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dissertation for the purposes of an educational doctorate through the University of 

Denver.   

Before you begin, please note that the data you provide may be collected and used by 

Qualtrics per its privacy agreement. This research is only for U.S. residents over the age 

of 18 (or 19 in Nebraska). Please be mindful to respond in private and through a secured 

Internet connection for your privacy. Your confidentiality will be maintained to the 

degree permitted by the technology used. Specifically, no guarantees can be made 

regarding the interception of data sent via the Internet by any third parties.   The research 

records are held by researchers at an academic institution; therefore, the records may be 

subject to disclosure if required by law. The research information may be shared with 

federal agencies or local committees who are responsible for protecting research 

participants. 

Data that is obtained via recorded interview will be stored in a locked filing cabinet that 

is in a location only known to the researcher. The researcher will work in a secure 

location while analyzing data. All data will be used for the purpose of understanding the 

findings of the study and will not be used to disparage or discredit any member of the 

school district communities in which the research takes place. All recordings will be 

destroyed within two years of collection. 

The research records are held by researchers at an academic institution; therefore, the 

records may be subject to disclosure if required by law. The research information may be 

shared with federal agencies or local committees who are responsible for protecting 

research participants, including individuals on behalf of Dr. Norma Hafenstein. 

Questions 

If you have any questions about this project or your participation, please feel free to ask 

questions now or contact Meryl Faulkner at 720-934-2277 or 

meryl.a.faulkner@gmail.com  at any time. You may also contact my advisor, Dr. 

Norma Hafenstein at 303-871-2527 or norma.hafenstein@du.edu. 

If you have any questions or concerns about your research participation or rights as a 

participant, you may contact the DU Human Research Protections Program by emailing 

IRBAdmin@du.edu or calling (303) 871-2121 to speak to someone other than the 

researcher. 

Please take all the time you need to read through this document and decide whether 

you 

would like to participate in this research study.    

• Yes, I have read the above consent form and will participate in this study by 

completing the following survey. (1) 

• No, I will not participate in this study. (2) 

If No, I will not participate ... Is Selected, Then Skip To End of Survey (survey 

ends) 
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Appendix G 

Parent/Guardian Survey Questions in English and Spanish:  

Administered through Qualtrics 
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